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The symposium is recognized as teacher in-service training by Pädagogisches Landesinstitut.
Registration: http://www.uni-koblenz-landau.de/koblenz/zfl/Veranstaltungen/Symposium2
Contact address: zfl@uni-koblenz.de
Conference venue: University Koblenz-Landau, Campus Koblenz, Universitätsstr. 1, 56070 Koblenz, Building D, Room D239

After the first successful symposium on “Schools for the Future” held on 5 February 2014, the second symposium takes place on 14 July 2014. This symposium
focuses on the impact of school architecture on learning processes. The layout
of the classroom and the construction of the school are taken into account as
learning environments, hence continuing the dialogue between education researchers, architects and teachers.

Symposium „Schools for the Future“: Program and abstracts
Constructed environment as a learning environment
This talk will present a research overview of the influence of constructed environments on education processes. Beginning with aspects of evaluating the learning environment, the talk will dwell into the importance of the school building
and the classroom settings, centering mainly on school and classroom space. The
focus of the talk, however, will be on the constructed environment for teaching
and learning in schools, i.e., how powerful are the influences of school and/or
classroom space and architecture on teaching and learning.
Ulrike Stadler-Altmann
University Koblenz-Landau

Actual and ideal learning spaces: how diamond ranking images enable the
investigation of current experience and also the exploration of desires and
preferences for the learning environment
The talk will present the theory and practice of using a simple ranking activity to facilitate discussion and build understanding of the elements of a ‘good place for learning’. This will draw on a
range of published research that has investigated learning environments within the UK school
context. Sometimes the focus has been on collating existing experiences of teachers, students and
other staff in a particular school space,
but we have also found this a useful
tool with which to explore participants’ conceptions of helps and hindrances within learning environments. There will be opportunity for
participants to complete a collaborative diamond ranking task to explore
their own ideas about learning space
and experience directly the diamond
ranking activity.

Pamela Woolner
Newcastle University, UK
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13:00

Registration

13:30

Introduction

Lina Pilypaityte

Welcoming address by the President of the University
Koblenz-Landau

Roman Heiligenthal

13:45 — 14:45

“Constructed environment as a learning environment”

Ulrike
Stadler-Altmann

14:45 — 15:15

Coffee break, poster session

Simone Kosica

15:15 — 16:15

“Actual and ideal learning spaces: how diamond ranking
images enable the investigation of current experience
and also the exploration of desires and preferences for
the learning environment”

16:15 — 16:45

Coffee break, poster session

Simone Kosica

16:45 — 17:45

“School buildings and classroom environment in Iceland”

Anna Kristín
Sigurðardóttir

17:45

Closing

Lina Pilypaityte

Pamela Woolner

School buildings and classroom environment in Iceland
There is a clear shift in school design in Iceland as well as in many other countries in Europe. Large open
learning spaces have replaced traditional classrooms along corridors, in order to facilitate team teaching
and instructional flexibility. Many older school buildings have been renovated accordingly. In this presentation teaching practices in these schools are explored and compared with traditional classrooms. The
aim is to shed light on how classroom practices might be different in these two types of classrooms and
whether the open plan classrooms are likely to bring about the intended changes. Results from classroom
observations in grades one to ten (ages 6 to 15) and teachers responses to electronic questionnaire about
their practices, are presented.

Anna Kristín Sigurðardóttir
University of Iceland

